it lemmiAnrS ond LoSTS T ogagnidt 1P SBLIT) ASSES

ENATE Bill 117§ hag
Spassed the Arizooz
Statc Sensic and is
Row in commitice bearings in
the House. What has not been
addressed at gy level of disclo-
surc or KENsparency is the cost
Marana ratepayers will incur ay
an additional expense for sewer
ar wastewater service if this
lepisiation is signed to Taw
and Miarana executes {heiy desire
te operate their own separate
waslewaler Systeo.

The eoststo Marany residents
are sigoificant and substantial.
These costs wili be borne sofely
by Marana wasteweter ratepay-
15 unless Marane subsidizes
their wastewater system to =
significant exieat using either
revenues from their waterulility
or subsidizing the wastewster
utility operstion from the Ma-
rana Geaeral Fund using sakes
taxes or other fees,

Pima County's Regional
Wastewster Reclamgtion De-
panmenl is 8 stand-alone rev-
enue ullity and does not reteive
any cross reveaue subsidy from
saleskaxes, property faxes orany
olker speciai revenue fundrais-
ers. All costs are paid by the
users of the county regionst
waglewater niility,

The discussion below details
the additional costs that will be
incurred by Marana retepayers
if $B H 71 becomes law,

The Marana

Wastewater

Reclamation
Facili

The Marana Wastewater
Reclamation Facility (WRF) has
recesily been expasded: boih for
capacity and water quafity treat-
ment standarde. This upgrade
cost regional taxpayers approxi-
mazely $30 million, with 2 por-
tion of the cost funded through
sewer obligation revenve bonds
and a portion pald wsing pay-as-
you-go financing.

‘Theplanthas a presenteapse-
ity of 700,000 gallons per day
{gpd), eventhoughonly 230,000
of gpd is actually trearsd at the
faciiity. Because of the lower
volume, this Tacility fs one of
the more costly wastewater reo-
tamation facilities 1o operate in
Pima County; it has an average

County News

huc Huckey
Pima County
Administrator

Mrrana WRE from the actoal
cost of constructing the facility
paid for by regional taxpayers.
These connection fees cqual ap-
proximately 36 million; hence,
the remeining reimbursabie cost
would be about 324 milfion.
This would beabargsin because
if market value is psed, which
is the most common vatuazion
praciice in utility Jaw, the value
would be higher. For purpases
of atgoment, we will vahee the
assel &t the smaunt thal wovld
fairly compensale regiorat
ratepayers for this investment:
$24 million.

It is assumed the repayment
of the $24 million could be
financed overa 13-year period
with an approzimately six pes-
cent interest rate, which would
mean the Macsna sewersystem
would have to pay a capital
expense far the next 15 years
of $2,471,000 annually, Given
the current number of sewer
ratepayers living within the
town limits of approximately
12,000, 1hese ratepayers would
pay approximately §17.16
yer month in addition to their
monthly costs for wastcwater
service to purshaess the Marana
RWF from the county for the
next 15 ycars.

EXC&SS&
wping Costs

To avcid the high cost of
eapital to buld an additonsl
treatment plant at a new loca-
tiom, the sewage from Dove
Mountsin, Contineatal Ranch
and Corntinental Reserve is

operating and 7 cost
for ireatment of approximately
$4,142 per acre foot per year
{affy).

3B 1171 would purpott fo
repay the county for rakisg
the facility by simply paying
the outstanding bond debt,
This would be an unfair wn-
der-reimbursement to regicual
ratepayers for their present
investment. The value of 2 util-
#1y nsset has pothing to do with
its remaining cutstending debt.
Standand practice ferutility asser
valnation indicatesthisigclearly
inappropriste end wold not
tepresent veal or market value
for the aseurnption of g utdity

ped back to the Ina Road
WRE These pumping facifities
have been in place for years.
Initiatly, they were constructed
by a developer, however, due
1o lack of development activ-
ity, the facility was inoperative
for a nwmber of years before
there was an setial noed for it
use. Due & this lengthy period
of inactivity. the county was
required to invest over $2.1
million in rehabifitation and
code improvoments 10 make
the pump station operational. In
additicn, this year, the county
& scheduled to invest an ad-
ditional $3.1 million in-the
Continental Ranch pumping

assat. Such a sch would be
unconstitotional and subject 10
logal chalfenge.

‘What 15 Tair and appropriate
is 1o decuct the smownt of 1ev-
enue that has buen received from
thosewho haveconaecied tothe

AMARA P weatp/ MEWS *
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wedne

station to ensure contizued
refiable service, This §5.2 mil-
lion capital investment would
atso have to be recovered fromm

Marana wastewater atepayers -

as they are the only users of

thig asset.

Todzy, the county operates
within our system & totel of
29 pump stions; six of these

" stations are withen Marzzna.

The largest operational cose of
a purny station 5 she energy
eost of pamping wastewaler,
The entirc budget within the
Regionzl Wastewater Recla-
maton Depastment for weste-
water pumping stations is §1.4
millisn, Approximately 36
percent, or 3504000, of the
annnal expenses associsted
with the facilities are incurred
in pperating the Marana purmnp-
ing station.

Under SB 1171, Marana
wastewater ratepayers would
asseme these costs. Rather
than pumping costs being
spread equaify among 262,000
1epional wastewsaler costomers,
the costs would have to be paid
by the approximately 12,000
Marana wastewnter customes,
Again, assuming the $5.2 mil-
Lion capital investment ir the
panaping facilities serving only
Marsna wastewater users with
15 years of repayment at $ix
percent would squat $535,392
peryear, or $3.72 per costomer
per month,

Marana wastewater cusion-
erswould also be paying the op-
crating and maintenance costs.
which overage over $504,000
annually for the wastewater
pumping facitities. which is
equal 105347 per customer per
montl, Adding thess two costs
together resulis {n an additional

‘cost that Marana wasiewater

customers will pay equal to
$7.19 per oonth,
Ina Road
treatment cost
upgrade to meet
permxttmg
requlrements of
the Arizona
Department of
Environmental
Quality by 2014
The county i5 presently
investing over 3327 miliion
to upgrade the ina Road WRE

primarily fo meet new veatcr
gualily standards imposed by
the Arizena Departmaent of
Environmental Quality. The
wearment modifications are
for the removal of nitrogen
#nd ammonia from theefflnens.
Anothermajor capital improve-
went is 2lso occurring with the
replacernent of the Koger Rozd
WRF for the same putpose with
o wisl project budget of $285
miilion. Recently, 2 contsact
valued in cxcess of $165 miltien
was awarded for this project,

Most of the wastewater
generated by Marana residents
apd businesses is treated by the
ina Road WRE A pproximately
10,500 connections Aow to, and
#re wreated by, this facility. The
Temaining Marana connections,
approximately 1,500 are treated
at the north Marara WRE The
10,500 conmections for Ma-
rana residents that discharge
10 the lnz Road WREF will be
required to pay theirshare of the
capisat costs for the upgraded
facility.

Oversll, the pumber of
wastewster connections that
fiow to the lna Road WRF is
approxinately 105,000; benee
the percentage of capital repay-
moent that would need 1o be
mrade by Marana residents is 140
percent of the total. This totat
capiial imvestments of $327
milicn, spread over 15 years at
an interest rate of four percent,
county steble and improving
bond rating hus lower mterest,
equels an annual paymeat of
$29.410.740. Maerana’s fair
share of this costwould be $2.9
miltion, or $20.42 percustomer
per month.

The county’s preszatly
scheduled rate fncreases would
bave covered this debt service
cosi, and much of this sdditional
cost was 10 be recovered in
foture raic jncreasss over the
next three years. However, if
Muarana estsblished their ocwn
wastewater utilify, it is anclear
how these costy will be recov-
ered. The costs for the acwly
buiit na Road WRF would have
t0 be absorbed by Maranz cus-

1omers it some manner. Marana
carinot escape these Ina facility
upgrades simply by cresling
their own wasiewater utility.
Regional
wastewater
treatment cost
Presenly, all residents con-
nected to &nd receiving waste-
watertreatment from the county
pay anaverage, ovecall regional
cast of service, This is how

g e

TFotal costs
The Maranz residents or busi-
nesses thet pay wastewaier fecs
will ser a gignificent increase
B their wastewster bills if SB
EL71, sponsored by Senstors
Anteniori, Griffn and Mslvig,
and Representatives Gowan,
Judd, Stevens, Vogt, Williams
and Proud, s approved and
signed intolaw by the govemor,
'Daday, Marans residients enjoy
¥y of sealepricing of a

mast regional w ater and
water utilities strocture theic
user rates. Pima Conaty has 1
wastewater rzatment facitities,
andtheacmal acre-foot par year
cost of treatment &t each {acijk-
ity vagies widely from a fow
of 8468 st the Roger WRF toa
tigh of $139,600 ar the Mouat
Lemmeon facility. Today, the
ocostat the Ina WRFis $720, and
the cost of the Marana facility
is $d,142, The average system-
wide cost is $664,

An analysis of 2009/10 ac-
tua} andited financial reporis
for these treatment facilities
indicates that if the 12,000
Marznacustomers had io pay ali
of the Marana WRF operating
and maintenance costs and 10
percen of the Ina WRF operar-
ing and maintenance costs, their
montkly costs conldincresse by
appraximately 21 percent.

Clyerall weatmuent costs rep-
ressntapproximaiely 50 percent
of the average typical monthly
sewernger bill; bence, itis fikely
FMarana residents will see an

"average momhly increase of

apgroxirnately $3 in their sewer
bifl simply becauss they rolon-
getrreceive the averags blended
cont of servics provided by the
tegional COLRtY System.

regional wastcwater kiility.
Intoml, Marss ralepayess, at
jeast for the next 15 years, will
have topay nearty $48 por month
more than they do today #f 5B
1171 passes. This excludes any
costs Marana witl fzcain the near
term to pay Tor growth obliga-
tions fornew comnections. These
costs st be passed on 1o Ma-
rand residents and wasiewater
Tatepayers within Marars unless
the Marana mayor and council

24
their wastewster utility through
Aigher Martna water charges or
directsubsidies ronthe Mixaoa
General Fund througl sales tax
Or other revennes.

Clearty, there aresignificant,
measurabie and real costs that
aceampany Manana's desiee 1o
become n wastswater service
provider thar could he avoided,
In fact, the beachits i Marana
residents appear insignificant
based on the county offer to
return all efflocnt generated
by the Marana Water (itility o
Marana. We have repeatedly
asked for supporling cost and
rate information from Marans
and nothing as been provided.
Their fiscal analysis of thig mat-
tey appedrs inadequale.

On This
Day

1957 - The 1.5, Army soid
the last of its homing pigeons.

1989 - A 1.000-foot diam-
eler asteroid ipissed Barth by
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Quality vs. Quantity

Will Tucson Water spend more to increase the water supply—or will it spend more to improve the product?

by Dave Devine and Molly McKasson

For at least a century, water policy in Tucson could be summed up in two words: Gat
more.

Accordingly, for decades, Tucson Water over-pumped our aguifer while spending millions on
a reciaimed-water system to use treated sewage for non-drinking purposes.

For the last 20 years, the municipal utility has also embarked on the costly delivery and
storage of lower—quality Colorade River water, with a total annual allotment of 144,191
acre-feet. (An acre-foot is about 326,000 gallons of water, enough to supply two or three
households with water for one year.)

As a result, Tucson Water's customers have seen their bills go up, and their water guality go
down.

Yét today—perhaps for the first time in its history—Tucson Water appears to be relatively
awash in water. Thanks in part to conservation-minded community efforts, the most recent
avaitable figures (see the table) show that total water demand is decreasing and is currently
far short of the Central Arizona Project (CAP) allocation.

Some argue that this excess of water gives the utility the finandial flexibility to finally
address long-ignored CAP-water-quality concerns—in particular, its high level of total
dissolved solids (TDS).

Others, however, take a different perspective.

Andrew Quigley, acting director of Tucson Water, believes the decline in water pumpage is
just a short-term phenomenon.

"We need to look at a 100-year continuum,” he says about population growth. "A decade is
just a little bit of time. Anything's possible, but ! can't conceive we won't continue to develop
and grow."

http://www.tucsonweekly.com/gyrobase/quality-vs-quantity/Content?0id=2620709&mode... 4/13/2011
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Ward 6 Tucson City Councilman Steve Kozachik agrees.

“I'm not buying those trends (of stagnant growth and reduced water usage) to make water policy on,” he says. "it's not
prudent to think usage will be going down when the economy flips, and we start to grow.”

On the other hand, water use has declined over the past decade, even though the population served by Tucson Water
grew an estimated 10 percent. In part, this gap is the result of significant conservation efforts on the part of the
community, starting with the Beat the Peak program. in 2000, average usage was approximately 180,000 gallons per
household annually, but by last year, that figure had declined to around 145,000 gallons.

Tucson Water's widening gap between CAP resources and potable demand doesn't include any of the approximately
50,000 acre—feet of groundwater that can be pumped by the utility under state law. {Nor does it factor in credits and
other water-calcuiating devices to which the utility is entitled.)

The difference in supply and demand also doesn't include the amount of water that has been "banked” by the utility.
Last June, Tucson Water told the City Councif that the utility had about 44,000 acre-feet of banked potable water

available.
When recently asked by the Tucson Week/ywhat that number is now, officials declined to comment.

Despite the apparent abundance of water, per City Council policy and a "use it or lose it" mandate, Tucson Water is
poised to soon take its entire CAP allotment, some of which it will have to bank, at no smail cost to ratepayers.

"Water security is my top priority,” reflects Ward 3 Councilwoman Karin Uhlich. "It seems unwise to forgo that ability (to
bank excess CAP water} to protect existing residents.”

The Week/y attempted to contact Mayor Bob Walkup and Ward 5 Councilman Richard Fimbres for their comments on
water issues, but neither responded before this article’s deadline.

Uhlich recognizes that the lack of population growth and the flatter water usage presents a new reality for Tucson.

"I don't think many peopie have thought of (the new realities),” she says. "It's an interesting perspective, and to pause
right now makes some good sense.”

dectine in demand isn't what Tucson Water's long-range plan predicted when it was last updated in 2008. The
forecast then was for total water consumption to be at least 150,000 acre-feet by 2010, increasing to between
180,000 and 220,000 acre-feet within 20 years.

But the economic recession, the collapse of building construction, the negative perception of Arizona and other factors
have resulted in a slowdown or possible reversal of Tucson's population growth.

Rob Kutakofsky, a member of the recent City/County Water and Wastewater Infrastructure, Supply and Planning Study
Oversight Committee, isn't so sure that current growth trends will turn around anytime scon.

"We will have boom and bust periods into the future,” he speculates, "but my sense is the 'go-go' years of growth—with
its associated impractical to deceitful financing—are over for at least 10 to 20 years.”

Nonetheless, the search for new water appears to be a never-ending thirst. At the same time, different variables enter
into the equation regarding how much supply and demand there will be for Tucson Water's product in the future.

On the supply side, one of those factors is the amount of Colorado River water the utility coufd receive if the current
drought continues. While dire forecasts show substantial drops in the flow of the Colorado (see "Fluid Situation," March
6, 2008), in the short term, those predictions aren't panning cut.

As Mitch Basefsky, spokesman for the Central Arizona Project agency that oversees the CAP canal, states: "Right naw,
there is such a good snowpack in the Rockies that things fook good. There probably won't be any issues until 2016."

Even at that point, municipal and industrial users would be the last groups to see reductions in access to CAP water.
According to a Central Arizona Project report released last month, which reviewed possible declining flows on the

http://www.tucsonweekly.com/gyrobase/quality-vs-quantity/Content20id=2620709&mode... 4/13/2011
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Colorado River, municipal and industrial users would not be affected even at the most drastic shortage levels.

Despite that, Basefsky candidly admits: "Of course, tomorrow, the river couid dry up, and all the snow could melt. ... We
don't want to leave out any means that could possibly help us through a tough spot.”

One of the possibilities the agency is looking into is increasing the amount of water in the Colorado River by using the
controversial method of cloud-seeding.

"We are helping to fund research with Utah and Colorado on snow-making projects,” Basefsky says. "That's the cheapest
way to augment the water in the river.”

Tucson Water is also looking at buying more water from the Acquire, Develop and Deliver (ADD) water program of the
Central Arizona Project agency. This proposal is aimed at securing more CAP and other water resources for the state,

Kozachik believes the city should encourage the use of salt water from the Gulf of California on crops in the Yuma area,
therefore freeing up the CAP water those farms presently utilize.

"That could be a game-changer,” Xozachik says, "and fet us think about water from a standpoint of abundance.”

Yet considering a decrease in demand and a questionable growth trajectory, shouldn’t Tucson Water alsc be looking
out for its current ratepayers?

"Lower usage gives us flexibility and options as we go into an uncertain future,” says Tucson Water's deputy director,
Sandy Elder.

At the same time, falling water use will aimost certainly result in increased rates for Tucson Water customers. As a
utifity, Tucson Water must balance its books. That's why in the past five years, water rates increased substantially, rising
about 37 percent. As a result, the typical customer now pays substantially more than in 2006, even though that
customer uses considerably fess water.

The impact has been an apparent financial strain on many Tucson Water customers. Water-bill increases, combined with
the even greater hikes in Pima County wastewater charges, as well as the economic downturn, have resulted in huge
increases in households either being delinguent on their monthly utility bills or not paying them at all.

in the past five years, annual delinquent accounts have risen from 116,700 t0 more than 200,000 in 2010. In that same
period, turnoffs climbed from 11,200 to almost 18,000.

The number of people utilizing Tucson Water's emergency low-income assistance program hasn't quite kept pace. The
number of households participating in the program went from 1,310 in 2007 to 1,879 last year.

The turnoff and delinquent-account figures surprise a lot of people. ™ hadn't heard that,” confirms Jim Horvath, a
member of the city's Citizens' Water Advisory Committee (CWAC).

Tucson Water's higher rates aren't only being driven by a lower water demand. Long-delayed maintenance of the water
system has been a big, ongoing expense. in addition, the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) expects the utility to
pay for pipeline-relocation needed during roadway construction, which amounts to a major expenditure—an anticipated
$40 million over the next five years.

This is a cost Kozachik vehemently opposes, because it wasn't presented to the voters in 2006 when the RTA was
approved. "Tucson Water should have that $40 million in its cookie jar," he insists.

Also driving costs up are three other variables. One is an in-lieu property tax imposed by the City Council fast year,
Another is the questionable administrative decision to have Tucson Water fund the city's annexation efforts.

Finally, even in these difficult economic times, the utility is striving to keep a 10 percent cash reserve account. (The
impact on rates of increasing the cash reserves was another question Tucson Water officials chose not to specifically

answer.)

if Tucson Water moves forward with its proposal to bank more excess CAP water, that could also drive bills up, since

http://www.tucsonweekly.com/gyrobase/quality-vs-quantity/Content?0id=2620709&mode... 4/13/2011
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ratepayers would be buying a product they may never use.

On the other hand, Kutakofsky observes: "Banking water for the future, especially in light of the unsure future of
Colorado River flows from climate change and variation, is a prudent way to manage our future.”

Uhlich believes the community understands that acguiring the entire CAP allocation is a safety measure and is not
intended to promote continued sprawl. She points to the City Council's decision last year to set a firm Tucson Water
service area boundary.

"It's very significant,” she says of the boundary, "because it tells everybody we don't have a Manifest Destiny
destination.”

I o help keep water rates down, the City Council could elect to utilize more CAP water instead of banking it, and
therefore reduce the growth of its expensive reclaimed-water system.

This program, which treats sewage water before using it for landscaping and other non-potable uses, was established
almost 30 years ago and accounts for more than 10 percent of Tucson Water's current supply.

Over the course of the next five years, $20 million in spending is proposed on this system, including capital
expenditures of $13 million for reclaimed source development, and almost $2 million for new lines.

Why spend this money when cheaper CAP water is available for use?

"We should always apply reclaimed water when we can to preserve the potable supply,” suggests Uhlich. "Residents don't
want to see potable water used where reclaimed can be.”

Several years ago, in a move to meet projected demand, the utility was even considering using highly treated sewage
water for potable purposes. (See "From the Toilet to Your Tap,” Dec. 8, 2005.)

That contentious program won't be needed anytime soon, confirms Chris Avery, Tucson Water's chief water counsel,

"The decline in usage since 2004 set the timetable for a decision back several decades,” Avery says, "... The necessity of
using effluent is less urgent, and the need to make (a decision about it) in the next decade is ahsent."

Meanwhile, Tucson Water, for the foreseeable future, will continue to need to bank the unused balance of 30,000 acre-
feet or so of CAP water, and this will drive up rates even more, sirice the cost of purchasing the water is $137 per acre-
foot. :

Given the high cost of water-banking, it seems prudent to ask: How long should the City Council continue to support a
policy of endlessiy pursuing new sources of water, and how much water should be stored for a sustainable future?

Uhlich doesn't have an answer. "Maybe we could store our annual CAP allotment over a three-year period,” she suggests,
"But is that enough?”

Horvath thinks banking as much CAP water as possible makes sense.

“We should bank the balance (of unused CAP water)," Horvath says, "because we never know when shortages could
occur. ... There's not a good reason not to take it."

N ow that Tucson Water appears to be awash in water, wouldn't ratepayers' money be better spent upgrading the
quality of CAP water, and delivering a better product?

Tucson used to be known for its high-quality groundwater. Excessive population growth, however, resulted in an gver-
pumping of groundwater that led to potentially dangerous land subsidence in the central part of Tucson.

To address that critical issue, and to convert to a so-called "renewable” water source, in the 1990s, Tucson Water began
the slow conversion from groundwater-pumping to the delivery of CAP water. One of the results of that transfer has
been an increase in the total dissolved solids (TDS) in the water, also known as water hardness.

Tucson's groundwater had a TDS level of less than 300, while CAP water presently comes in around 600,
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The utility currently obtains a TDS average of about 450 by recharging CAP water into the Avra Valley aquifer, but that
process is gradually raising the TDS level in the groundwater there,

The higher the TDS level, the quicker particulates damage pipes, appliances and plants. It can also lead to negative
health consequences for some people.

The federal government has recognized these issues and set a secondary, or nonmandated, standard of 500 TDS in
drinking water, According to the Environmental Protection Agency, these secondary standards "are established only as
guidelines to assist public-water systems in managing their drinking water for aesthetic considerations, such as taste,
color and odor.”

Of course, there is a cost to keep the TDS level of CAP water below this figure, which is why Tucson Water embarked on
a community-wide process several years ago to help frame the issue.

Referred to as Decision.H20, the question of what TDS level—450 or 650—will be in our water has been kicked around
without resolution, It has been debated so long that some Tucson Water staffers refer to it as "Iindecision H20."

During a January interview, Elder, Tucson Water's deputy director, told us that is about to change. “It's collected a ot of
dust,” Elder says of Decision H20, "but we've dusted it off. The numbers need to be revisited; then we'lf take it to the
City Council sometime this summer.”

Thus far, the City Council has supported raising water rates for the never-ending acquisition of new water. In light of
stagnant growth and dedlining water usage, our elected officials now have a clear opportunity to consider improving the
quality of the water we currently have. Altocating money for the additional filtration required to deliver CAP water at a
450 TDS level would be a demonstrative sign that Tucson Water prioritizes both quality and quantity.

How much more expensive would the 450 TDS jevel be? Tucson Water officials aren't saying. Al they would say in a
recent e-mall is: "As we have discussed, we are currently re-evaluating the numbers and expect to provide this
information to mayor and coundil in early summer.”

For her part, Uhlich believes: "Banking CAP water and acquiring our full allocation is a higher priority (than quality).” But
she expects the public will want to invest in both an increase of our CAP~water supply and an increase in water quality
by having CAP water at a 450 TDS {evel.

Kezachik takes a somewhat different perspective than Uhlich.

"The 450 level is affordable right now," he says. "It needs to be affordable, because people have legitimate concerns
about what they're drinking.”

in addition to a decision about water gquality, the City Council will scon need to decide on an update of Tucson Water's
long-range plan.

The current plan is based on three basic policy statements, one of which is: "Acquire additional water supplies to
increase reliability and meet future demand.”

To accomptish that, the plan compares four different future scenarios, all of which assume substantial growth in water
usage, That hasn't been the reality for 10 years, so wouldn't it be wise in the next update to incorporate a fifth, "no-
growth” scenario?

Uhlich thinks so. "'m not opposed to multiple scenarios,” she says. “It's almost foolish not to do so.”

That would be a radical change. it would mean the consideration of rewarding—instead of punishing—Tucsonans for
their remarkable conservation efforts.

Evan Canfield, chair of the Citizens' Water Advisory Committee, is ready to look at the "no-growth” option. An avid
promoter of conservation, Canfield thinks that through greater efficiencies, building-code improvements and increased
water-saving efforts, a no-growth result coutd be reachable.

http://www tucsonweekly.com/gyrobase/quality-vs-quantity/Content?0id=2620709&mode... 4/13/2011
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"It's somewhat ideal, but achievable,” he says.
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LETTERSTOTHE EDITOR
Cmmty s management of wastewater services

Dear Editor,

: Contrary to Mayor Ed Hon-
: ea’s recent guest opinion dated
: March 16, 2011 alleging that
; Pima Couaty’s wastewater ser-
¢ vices system has not “...been
i run properly,” a quick check of

¢ the facts show that the opposite

i istrue. Pima County has a stel-
i lar, verifiablerecord of operating
¢ 11 wastewater treatrnent plants
! and 3,500 miles of conveyance
: lines in our system to serve our
i 750,000 customers. The facts
are:

« The wastewater service
connection and user fee rates
L through 2008 were below $20
- permonth and among the lowest
. rates in the U.S. for communi-
ties of our size thus allowing
this region to provide quality
service at the lowest possible
cost, which is attractive to new
businesses interested in moving
to our region.

» Decades ago, Pima County
appealed the federal and state
regulatory authorities’insistence
that its two major treatment
plants be upgraded at significapt
expense. In conjunction with
other arid western states, Pima
County developed and submit-
ted scientific data, proving that
the national “cookie cutter”
approach to establishing water
quality standards proposed by
the federal government was
inappropriate for this region.
The 20 or so years of postponing
federally mandated expenses al-
lowed us to maintain extremely
low service fees.

*In 2007, the Arizona Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality
agreed toa planforupgrading the
twomajor plants thatallowed for
ample compliance time to plan,
design, finance and construct
these upgrades without the need
for increased expenses due to
unrealistic State mandates.

= Pima County undertook
¢ extensive planning and prepa-
! ration for faunching the largest

public works project to date
that involves upgrading ourtwo
metropolitan treatment plants
and interconnecting them for
maximum flexibility in manag-
ing the service demands, These
efforts were supported by finan-
cial planning that resulted in the
Board of Supervisors authoriz-
ing a series of rate adjustments
that have given assurances 10
our financial rating agencies of
proper fiscal management that
has yielded high ratings and
lower interest expenses for our
debt financed improvements.

* To date, Pima County
has saved approximately $60
million from the originally
budgeted amounts for the entire
Regional Optimization Master
Plan {ROMP) program based on
advance commodity purchases
and innovative project delivery
approaches, and we are ahead
of schedule for completing the
required upgrades. How many
projects sponsored by public
agencies can make and docu-
ment that statement?

Mayor Honea suggests that
we could have set aside the nec-
essary funding for the upgrades
that are underway. Attempting
to “set aside” $800 million for
such improvements is, simply,
not fiscally prudent. I am
sure the Mayor’s own Town
of Marank’s budget reserve
poticy does not reflect a similar
standard.

The mayor also mentions a
300 percent increase in monthly
sewer service bills over 10 years
through 2013. In fact, the user
fee rat 7 over the last 10 years
have gone up $19 per month or
an average of $1.90 per year.
The major share of this increase
in fees has occurred in the lagt
three years to address the need
to finance major improvements
that are now under comstruc-
tion.

The phenomenon of waste-
water rates being higher than

potable water rates is a fact of
life faced by many communities
throughout the United States.
The suggestion that proper
management of the wastewater
system could aveid this condi-
tion reflects either a lack of
knowledge or recognition of
the national trend that has been
underway for the last 10 years
with the increasing emphasis
on improved water quality
standards and the replacement
of the aging infrastructure to
support such processes.

The Pima County Regional
Wastewater Reclamation De-
partment is the recipient of
numerous awards for quality
business practices and high
standards of regulatory com-
pliance. These include the
International Organization for
Standardization certification
for the Conveyance Division
(1509001:2000 which specifies
requirements fora quality man-
agement system, ISO 14001
which addresses variousaspects
of environmental management,
and OHSAS [80CG! which
addresses health and safety
standards and requirements);
over 34 National Associa-
tion of Clean Water Agencies
{NACWA) waterquality awards
including 10 Silver, 20 Gold and
4 Platinum Awards since 2004
and was most recently recog-
nized for the creative planning
and management with the 2010
NACWA National Environmen-
tal Award.

The facts speak for them-
selves. The Fima County waste-
water system is an extremely
well-managed utility that is
closely overseen by the Pima
County Administrator’s Office
with clear guidance and policy
direction from the Pima County
Board of Supervisors.

Jackson Jenkins, Divector

Pima County Regional
Wastewater Reclamation
Department
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Bodies of workers found at Gatlinburg

treatment plant

By the CNA Wire Stalt ,
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Two missing after sewage tank collapse

(CNN) -- The bodies of two workers at a Gatlinburg, Tennessee, wastewater treatment plant
were found late Tuesday afternoon under awall
that had collapsed, sending sewage into the Litlle ‘ an - - ‘%'”f
Pigeon River, officials said. Q . o

Gatlinburg Fire Chief Greg Miller identified the
victims as John Eslinger, 53, and Don Storey, 44,
employees of contractor Veolia Water North
America.

"Employees and officials of both the City of
Gatlinburg and Veolia Water are expressing
deepest sympathies to the families and are
extremely saddened to lose co-workers and
good friends,” according to a joint statement.

The cause of the collapse remained under

http:/fwww.cnn.com/2011/US/04/05/tennessee.sewage.spill/ 4/6/2011
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investigation.

The wall of a containment basin collapsed Tuesday morming at the Gatlinburg Wastewater
Treatment Plant, dumping at least 1.5 million gallons of sewage into the river, according to
the state's Emergency Management Agency.

The wall collapse involved an overflow storage basin for liquid waste that commonly
inundates the plant after a heavy rain, according to Tisha Calabrese-Benton, a state
Emergency Management Agency official.

The basin was not completely full, so it is not known exactly how much sewage was released.
Calabrese-Benton said the plant continued to release incoming sewage into the river.

The search for the employees included the river.

A mudslide occurred about one mile from the facility, several hours before the wall collapse,
Gatlinburg City Manager Cindy Ogle said. Rain moved through the area overnight Monday.

Crews put up signs o warn tourists away from the Pigeon Forge River, which was already
under advisory because of previous concerns about bacteria, according to Calabrese-
Benton.

Gatlinburg, a gateway to the Great Smoky
Mountains, is a popular mountain resort city.
Attractions including whitewater rafting, golf
courses, hiking trails, an arts and crafts
community and a conference center.

CNE's Aaren Gooper coniributed o Ihis report

Log in or sign up fo comment

FormstDiynamics

http://www.cnn.com/2011/US/04/05/tennessee.sewage.spill/ 4/6/2011



By Chuck Barth

MARANA -~ Business and
commurity leaders iearned
about the state of the town last
Friday.

Marana Mayor Bd Honza
gave the annual state of the
town eddress ar the Ritz-Carlton
Dove Mountain. The event was
organized and sponsored by
the Marana Chamber of Com-
fieres.

“Matana's future is looking
brighter every day,” Honea told
the crowd cf over 30K onhandfor
the speech and lanch, *We have
accomplished alot, eveninthese
hardtimes. 1hope you leave here
today sharing my enthusiasm for
Marana's foture.

“The state of our town is
excetlent,” the Mayorcontinued.
“Those ¢fus whoserve Marsna's
citizens work hard every day to
reach that goal. Our business
teaders and residents deserve a
local povernment that finds in-
novative waysio work both with
‘and for vou. Opportunities exist
around every cornet.”

Hones talked about the
accomplishments that have
highlighted the past vear like
the: Twin Peaks overpass. He
pecogaized Congresswoman
Gabhy CGiffords” 2id Ron Barber
forkelping ta secure funding for
the project. The lunch was one
of ‘Barber’s first outings as he
recovers from ganshot wounds
he received back in Janmary
at Giffords” Congress on your
Clofner event.

Before the speech, Batber
said he was still undergoing
physical therapy and had not
returned to work, He seemed
eager to get back to the job. He

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6; 2011,

services, The town believes in

and his wife received 2 warm
rourd of applause when they
were recogaized by Honea.

The Marana Health Cen-
ter was another focus in the
speech.

“It provides services to thou-
sands of peaple from across the
region,” said Honea. “A new
74,000-square-foot facility is
proof of the demand for those

quality healthcare, We have

supported the project in many

ways. All that cooperation is
paying off. The pew building
wiil be dedicated May 2] acxoss
the street from the Marana Mu-
picipal Complex.”

Honea said that the futare
needs to focus on creating jobs
to kéep the town’s economy in
good shape, He talked about the
recently completed economic
roadmap that was completed

with help from community and -
business leaders. Last week the
plan recetved a national award. "

from the Armerican Planning

Association, Hones added that -
it was chosen for ﬁm—i Ea -

initial resudts,

“One of those results was:

the Marana Job Creation In-
centive Program.” said Honea,
YA company that creales .mo_um
by Eﬁoamﬂﬁm or expanding in

tion revenies. The Marana Job
Crention lncentive Program sits |

aside those revenues far th
purposes. Une, the cor
new-employees get relocation
incentives to purchase homes
in Marana. Two, the company
may beaotify the community
by enhancing fis landscaping
along the [nterstate 190 comi-
dor. Finally, the company may

,03 Valley Mayor Satig

Speech. Honea is see
m._,\o de an_.ﬁ?w and z&%um

: opportunities for Marana'shigh

school or collegs studentd
Sargent Aerospace wag the
first company to take advaage
of the propram, Constrotiion i
well urderway on a new exfian-
sion of thecompany’s plant near
Cortars Rd. and the interstats,
“Puhlic and private sectors
can work together for the benefit
of all whe live in the region,”
Honex said. “Marana is living

proof of that, We work with solid
partsers. FLSmidth Krebs and
Laserte] are two companies that
plantoexpand thetroperationsin

Marana, They compiement our

community s vision and values.
They provide guality jobs forour
residents ™

Hones tatked about new
basinesses moving to Marane
sad about the PGA's decision
10 teturn the Accenture Match
Play Champioaship to the town

for another year,

‘The subject of water and tak-~
ing control of wastewater was
also brought vp. Honez talked
about Senate Bill 1171 saying,
“Every city and town outside
of Pima County operates its
own sewer utility. Legislation
was introduced this year to give
Marana the same ability to own
and operate ite sewerutility. This
legistation, Senate Bill 1171,
will allow local decisions to be

QEnn Barth/Marana Weekly News
Hiremath, EF ooam_.ﬂc_m"mm Marana Mayor Ed Honea after this year's State of the Town
ere with hig wife, Jan.

made by local decision-makers,
What does this mean for you?
Marana’s control of its sewer
utility will rake us a one-stop
destination: for development.”

In closing the mayor recog-
nized the leadership of the wwa
council by introducing current
members,

Honea spoke for a [ittle over
25 minotes and was interrupted
by applause many times through-
aut the speech,
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By Chuck Barth

MARANA — The town of
Maranz along with the Pima As-
soctation of Governments (PAG)
held the final public hearing
about Marana’s desire to take
control of its wastewater, The
purpose of the PAG 208 Plan
Amendment for the town is to

0 obtaia Designated Manage-
mentAgency (DMA) Statusand
- to construct and operate new
water reclamation facilities in
Marana within Pima Cousty.
The town offered two expert
consultants who have worked
extensively over the past few
years to testify ar the public
hearing. Thom Martinez, of
‘Westland Reach, talked sbout
224 sewer basins in the town that
. should be cansidered. Martinez
used data collected by the second
consultant for the town, Dan

: BarthMarana Weekly Newi
Dan Jackson, left, Thom Martinez, and Porothy O'Brien walt to make thelr presenta- .
tions at the public hearing about Marana wastewater on Wednesday night,

MARANA — Crossroadsat
Silverbell Park will be filled
with the sounds of bieegrass
this weskend,

The Southern Arizona
Arts and Cultural Alliance in
partnership with the Desert
Bluegrass Association will
present the inaugural Blue-
grass Festival in conjunction

i mﬁpﬂm:"uaumno
. oprations; - T

provide the necessary authority

T

Jackson, of the economist.com,
to estimate the cost of a fuil
system, Martinez said it would
take abudgetof $54. 6 millionfor
the first [0 years of the project,

Jackson said that the cost to
rate payers would be equivalent
to what Pima County would be
charging over the same time,
Thatamountincludesabouta $2
per year increfise in rates,

After the two presenters rep-
resenting the Town of Marana
spoke, the floor was opened for
public comument. First up wag
Jackson Jenkins, from the Pima
County Regional Wastewater
Reclamation Department. His
PowerPoint presentation was
simed at dissusding Marana
and it’s potential wastewater
custorners from going ahead
with plans for a separate treat-
ment system.

One of Marana’s major
issues with the Pima County

with the second annual Ma-
rana Arts and Crafts Festival,
from 10 am. to 5 p.m,, at
the park.

The festival will showcase
16 bluegrass performances
Beginning a1 10 a.m. on Sat-
urday and Sunday,

Regional food vendors .

as well as nearly 100 of the

COMMUNITY, A8
SENIOR PICRIC

Marana Senior Center hosts its
annwal Sendor Picnic

JONLINE: &ws._i.ﬁmamﬁmmgzmsm.gs

Hop

Youngester follaw candy trait at
Tower Thaater .

control wastewater

Wastewster systern is the lack
of ability o handle new clients
in atimely manner. Jenking said
that this was a problem with
the state and that he expected
8 positive reschution fn about
¢ight months,

When he was finished other
members of the audience spoke.
Former Town Utility Manager,
Brad deSpain said, “If youteach
the people the proper principies,
andlettham govern themselves,
they are successful, And that's
the point where we're at folks.
Free water on a percentage basis
is not free water. So it's time
for Marana to control its des-
tiny and let the peopte govermn
themselves.”

Marana Council Member
Roxanne Ziegler spoke directly
to the counties presentation,

Sve WASTEWATER, poge 7

Bluegrass Music and Arts Festival
set for this weekend

regians best visual artists in
every medivm and genre will
exhibit original creations of
jewelry, potiery, paiating
and more,

The bluagrass program
will run from 10 a.m. until 6
p.m. both days.

Admission is $5, kids 10
and under are free.

TERRIFIC WEEK
Kountain View hurlers have a
temific week

T PR
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o CHER, STUDENT HONGRED

Aaron Karrer, Mountain View High School student, was honored last Thursday night
by the MUSE-Board for his selection by the Arizona Athietic Trainer's Association
te receive the Lanny Williams Award -~ High School Athlatic Training Student of the

HOP

" Courtesy photo

Year. Karrer was selectad as one of the top athietic training students in the state, Aar-

on received a $500 scholarship at the Arizona Athietic Trainer's Association awards | |

tuncheon In February. In the fall, Karrer wilt begin attending Northern Arizona Uni
versity, Leah Oliver, Mountain View High Schoot teacher and certified/Meensed ath-
latic trainer was also honored for being seiected by the Arizona Athletic Trainer's
Assaciation to receive the Certifled Athietic Trainer Service award. Oliver spends
countless hours at Mountain View High School, She has attracted futiyre tralners to
her program through her expsrtiss and personality and most importantly, through

ds:n..o: and parents wait In line for som

P ,,. Chuck Bartiviarsna imw_% zmsa.
e mavie popcorn bafore the showing of
“Hop” Saturday morning at the Tower Theaters. The young people had the chance

1o follow a “candy trail” coliecting goodies from arpund the theater. f was a bit like

word-of-mouth from her former students.

Oliver's dedication is evident from the 17

Hallowsen but with an Easter theme.

MVHS students wha have recelved the Lanay Williams Award — High School Athletic .
Tratning Student of the Year award since 1988, :

Community learns about plans for
Marana to control wastewater

WASTEWATER, Jfrow page 1

“Had Marana had control of
its wastewater we would have
never shut down businesses,”
said Ziegler, “We would have
planned for that eventuality,
And to blame it on the state,
that pur capacity is not right.
And o te} those businesses and
development that the county
has an issue with the state and,
we're sorty but you can't come
inta the town of Marara, that is
absolately wrong. 11" a perfect
example of why we need control
of our own wastewater.”

Another resident of Marans,

e TN - -

Sasan Ong, was eqraily fed up
with the lack of progruss because
of problems providing sewer
hook ups.

“Ive been involved 29 2 land
owner in geiting development
going and there are a lot of
people whohave invesiede great
deal of morney in development
and then everything has come
1o a sereeching halt," said Ong,
“They are told there's no sewer
capacity.. you'reteliing us here
thatthereis plenty of capacity but
we can’t do anything to develop
our capacities. We wunt to be
better plansed than Tucson. We
want to do the best that we can.

But if we can’t have sewers we
can’t have anything.”

With the end of the meeting
came the end of the comment
peried for a wastewater system
in Marana, The measure will
now geo on to another commit-
tew, which is scheduled to meet
this month. Then it's on o the
state in fune for a final ves or
no vote,

The town's decision 1o man-
age and control water resources
is supported by a 1986 Merana

; Open 7 Days A wesk!
> Mon - Sat 6am - 2pm * Sun 7am - 1pm

Dally Specials .‘
Carry Out & Catering Available

an fat

Waier and Wastewater Service B .. Al Sou n tad Bar At u,_,u zn«mﬁm‘m»an_ﬁmaw
Voter Referendum, the 2007 §f  (REAEE M Insids The Big Red Bam
Marana General Plan and the . O Mﬂ 4

14901 W. Kithy Hughas Rd., Marana
r-T. 1. 9 . Y.

2009 Marana Strategic Plan.
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Mexican wastewater treatment plan

BN Wi

it

threatens Santa Cruz River oasis

By Chaonieg Tumer
Lrombidte Hows Service

TUMACALOR! ~ Lined with
Insk trees and a refuge for
wildlife, the Santa Cruz
River cuis a 16-mily oagis
througl the parched land-
scape near Nogales,

“#When youput water angd
desert together, boy there's
something about it that
raakes itpretty wondertizt
said Grant Hilden, a volun.
teer at the Tumacacori Na-
tional Historic Park,

Warer b5 a blessing that
Hilden knows not to {aka
far granted. Deep w
driven by the srea’s thirst
have historfcully strained
the Santa Cruv's flow, dry-
ing it up complately during
the 19,

A decade later, the riv.
ar returned in this area,
thanks i FATT 0 s dgree-
ment with Mexico that
#llews the International
Wastewater Trestment
Plant in Nogales, Ariz., to
pump 15 millisn gullens
rer day of treated effluent
into the rivar and sustainit
yerr-roimd.

WMuchof thavwater comes
From sewsge Sowing norih
aeress the hoder, but that
will change in Febriary
2012 with the completion

Compuriag

The pluris:

Inleenationa! Wastewaior
Tieatmans Plont fro-
gales, Ariz |

~Joral Crprcity. 17.2 mit-
lian grifans dedfy MSD)

- Current Usogs: 15 M0

- Rurovey from Mesico.
#0) percenr or §.9 AT
{reported ol dover o
12,5 MGD g fimes}

Los Aliaus Waslewater
Traatment Flont {Ng-
gales, Sonora):

- Iniifed Copacity: § MGD

- Plonned Future Copacity:
14 MGD

- Phenned Completion
February 2012

Wastewater in the Bogales bovder area

* B3 b L At Ty
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of A new wastewater treat-
ment plant in Mexies that
will sand its effuent into n
south-fowing river
The fternational agree
meent allows up 16 2.9 mil-
Hen gailons doily from No-
gales, Sonora, acvess the
berder and, when treated,
into the Santa Cruz. Infact,
rapid growth has cansad
the Mexican side to vegn
Tarly exceed iy silotment,
reaching an apnual aver-
age of 12,5 milifon gallong
daily, aceording ‘o plant
certification documesats.
But ihe new Los Alisos
plant, under construction
zhout 20 miles south of
Nogalas, Sonora, will give
Mexico the ability to con-
ol its own wastewater, in-
chuding where it's reinbhvo-
duced intd the water table.
Tumacacori, knuwn for
its ruggad landscape and
three Spanish mission ru-
ing, the oldest ¢f which
dates back to 1891, depends
ox;, the river for its pictor
negue appeal, Hilden said,
adding thatless watercould
hurt the area’s assthetics.
“Wedan’t knowhow Iong
we're going to have ail of
thig” he gald, "We'll enjoy
it while we ¢an and hope

there’s til something left
when that 16 million gal-
loms goes sputh.”

3ally Spsner, a spakos-
woman for the Interns-
iional Bounflary and Wa-
ter Comnnission, which
manages water along tha
border, s2id Mexico has 2
righttothe water currautly
ﬁmwng into Avizona.

ing agyzements or
treaties that requires hex-
ieo to send water across

Spener said. *Butasapras-
tical matter, the water fv a
bensfit to the Sants Crug
and the stuie”

The efflgent contains
high levels of the heavy
meial cadmiun and B, coli
bacteria fross ranching
and is unsafe for humuan
e, but cven e:ompmmised
swaler has econgmic snd
qualtiy-of-life value in the
deveri, said Rundy Secra-
slio, a conservation advo.

eate with the Tueson haged, i

Center for Biological Di-
versity

“It draws a ot of people
becavse of the beauty of
the area. the frees, and to
zew what the West used o
ook iike," he sajd.

e w-mxn,, S K, Tobrthana A2 b tho

9 TR 53 T 1Y

‘Theqt there’s the birds,
which along with other
wildlife depand en riva-
lais like the Santa Cruz a:
they migrate north. Water
pumping and diversion
Tras cost Ari
percent of i
tai, making what' s ioft of
the Santa Cruz that much
more important, Serragtio
adaad.

“The Sanfs Cruz River
used to be 8 besutifal o
parian area right down
through downtown Tuae-
son,” he said. “Por the
past 50 vears, we besn
ovgr-mining the aguifer
Mow people drive over the
bridge vn Congress Swest
[indowntown L‘u(:ﬁozﬂ snd
s just aditch.”

While Hilden worries
that Tumacacori and the
Santa Crus River will suft
fer frora the new plant's
construction, he said ey
jvo showddn’t be blamed
for vernling 1o use it

23 erenfit

g

“iteproducns
and they have
te It he szid. “But at the
same time, '3 going io
cause some problame for

in Mexico,
“very right

; 5 i just ot o the oass created when o wastewaler plant in Noqoles Ariz., begen,
rimq ‘r&-d?eu wastevsater info the Santa Crun River
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House backs allowing Marana to take over county sewer plant
Howard Fischer Capitol Media Services | Posted; Fuday, April 8, 2011 12:00 am;
PHOENIX - State lawmakers voted Thursday to let Marana wrest control of a sewage treatment plant from Pima County.

SB 1171, given preliminary House approval, would give the rapidly growing community the unilateral authority to purchase the plant whether the county wants
to sell it or not. It does 1ot require the town to pay the fair value of the piant, only fo pay off any remaining debt.

The legislation, which already has Senate OK, would overrule a court ruling which has so far thwarted Marana's efforts. Oniy a final roll-call vote remains
before the measure goes to the governor,

"This is ahout local control," argued Rep. Vie Williams, R-Tucson.

At the heart of the battle is that Pima County - and only Pima County - is permitted to operate a county-wide sewage treatment system. Normally, that
responsibility fals to each city.

Rep. David Stevens, R-Sierra Vista, said Marana residents voted more than 20 vears ago to withdraw from a 1979 intergovernmental sewer agreement. Stevens,
whose district inclides part of Marana, said that should have atlowed Marana to opt out and take possession of the sewage treatment plant that now is within the
town limits. :

But when Pima County balked, the issue eventually wound up in a lawsuit, with a judge ruling the town could not take over the plant. Stevens blamed that ruling
on “some of the antics” by county officials,

One of those, ke said, was declaring the area around the sewage plant to be a county park, precluding the city from taking it over.
"At some point, there was a picnic table chained inside there,” Stevens said. "I have yet to see any children playing there or some swings there," he quipped.

But part of the ruling is because of a special state law which makes Pima County responsible for all sewage operations. This bill, in specificafly allowing
communities to opt out, would amend that law.

Part of the fight is about money.

Under the terms of SB 1171, Marana would be required to assume responsibility for all remaming debt on the sewage treatment plant. But there is no
requirement for the town to pay Pima County for the current value of the asset.

That provision coneerned Rep. Russ Jones, R-Yuma.
" All of the taxpayers (of the county) have been paying off on bonds,” he said.
Jones said he doesa't have a problem with carving out part of the system for Marama to own and nun. But he said it has to be financially fair.

" want to make sure in my mingd that all the balance of the taxpayers in Pima County, given the present-day value of their investment over the years in those
same bonds, that they're going to be made whole on that," he said.

But Sen. Frank Antenori, R-Tucson, who wrote the legislation, said he sees no reason for a cash payment. He said Marana residents have been paying hookup
fees, impact fees and sewer bills all along.

There's one other element to the fight: Who controls - and gets credit for - the effluent. That relates directly to the ability of communities to have an adequate
water supply to support future development.

Rep. Bruce Wheeler, D-Tucson, attempted unsuccessfully to amend the legislation to require a new vote of Marana residents to take over the system.

http://azstarnet.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/article 9226525d-bbc5-5771-b223-2e710... 4/13/2011



Opinions
Thinks Marana doesn’t understand consequences

lednesday, Apr 13th, 201"

Dear Editor,
The Town of Marana is looking for a solution to a problem that doesn’t exist.

Marana doesn’t seem to be aware of the consequences of its attempt to take over the Marana
Wastewater Reclamation Facility from Pima County.

| refer to County Administrator Charles Huckelberry’s memo to the Board of Supervisors dated March
16, which points out that the average Marana user will see his/her monthly sewage fee increase
aimost $47. That’s about $600 a vear,

However, let’s say the town, after expensive litigation, is ultimately successful. Personally, | will be
pleased that the costs will be taken over by them because the ratepayers of Pima County will see a
decrease in their monthly sewage fees. Marana residents’ costs will go up; Pima County residents’
costs will go down.

I suggest that Marana proceed at its own perit.

Jerry Estruth

For the complete article see the 04-13-2011 issue.

Click here to purchase an electronic version of the 04-13-2011 paper.



