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Pima County vehicles get GPS oversight

Rhonda Bodfield Arizona Daily Star | Posted: Thursday, August 18, 2011 12:00 am

County employees with a heavy right foot or a penchant for long lunches might want to tamp it down, now that Pima County is
moving forward with installing GPS devices on the roughly 1,400 vehicles in its fleet.

The vehicles, which altogether drove more than 12.6 million miles last fiscal year, will be retrofitted with the devices primarily to
cut down on speeding, to reduce idling and to dissuade personal use, said Lauren Eib, the county's risk manager.

The units started being installed in April, and workers so far have potten to about 400 vehicles.
Some 900 vehicles are allocated to just three departments: parks, transportation and wastewater.

The county will pay a $25-a-month service fee for each unit, so the annual costs are projected at about $400,000.

Eib maintains that's a good deal.

She said the county could save as much as $1 million a year in fuel costs recovered from personal use, noting industry statistics
indicate about 15 percent of motor pool miles are for personal use that isn't reitmbursed.

She said a pilot program showed that 95 county vehicles in April idled about 380 hours - with an hour of idling consuming about
one gallon of gas. Some of that can't be avoided - workers who work outside in the heat sometimes need to cool off with air
conditioning, for example. But for some employees, who sit in their cars writing reports in the parking lot rather than go into the
office, it might not be the wisest choice, Eib said.

And with the county seeing about 53 auto-related incidents a year that result in bodily injury or property damage - with a payout

of about $720,000 over the past four years - geiting the employees to focus more on safe driving may save about $72,000
annually in accident costs, she estimated. The severity of an accident doubles for every 10 miles over 50 miles per hour, she said.

Right now, the system can track where employees are, almost down to the parking space.
It can tell if employees are braking or accelerating harshly, and it can monitor seat-belt use.

In September, it wilt start monitoring their speeds and will identify those empioyees who drive more than 1€ miles over the
posted speed limit.

Eib said she typically uses her own personal vehicle, but the three times she has checked out a fleet vehicle with the device, it
made her more conscious of her driving.

Pima County Administrator Chuck Huckelberry said he has not sought any exemptions for himself or for any other staff
members, although he said supervisors, as elected officials, will have the ability to opt out of the program.

Supervisor Ramon Valadez said he is not opposed to having one installed in his car, but he said it's probably not necessary.
"People always know where we're at. There's no anonymity,” he said, noting he frequently gets recognized at the grocery store.

Employee reaction has been mixed, said Maya Castillo, the president of the Pima chapter of Service Employees International
Union, which represents county emplovees except for courts, corrections and the Sheriff's Department.
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Castillo said employees for the most part understand the concerns about security and insurance liabilities. "I do know some
employees who are concerned - and perhaps rightly concerned - that the GPS will be used to unfairly target certain employees if
it's monitored for some and not for others.”

Castillo said she's been so immersed in negotiating health insurance that she hasn't had a chance to work through those concerns
vet, but she said it will be one of her top priorities in the next fiscal year.

To address privacy concerns, Eib said aside from risk management, only department managers or supervisors will have access to
the system’s findings. Employees won't be able to monitor the driving behavior of their colleagues.

Eib said the system is actually for the employees' safety as well. Work demands place some employees in remote desert areas.
The GPS equipment allows the county to locate vehicles if an employee doesn't come back, and allows the employee to notify
risk management in case of an emergency. And while she said the county has not experienced much if any vehicle theft, the
system can prevent the loss of vehicles through theft.

On StarNet: Read more about local, state and national political news at azstarnet.com/politics
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Hard-water trend raises hard choices for Tucson Page 1 of 2

Preventing damage by treating mineral-rich CAP flow is costly

Hard-water trend raises hard choices for Tucson

TFony Davis Arizona Daily Star | Posted: Tuesday, August 23, 2011 2:06 pm
Editor's note: This story first appeared Sunday as an exclusive for our print readers.
Cloudy water. White flakes in the teakettle. Spots on glasses and chaiky residue on dishes.

More than 400 such calls have streamed into Tucson Water over the past 20 months.

Calls are rising along with the mineral content in city water. Tugson Water started blending mineral-rich Central Arizona Project water with groundwater 2 decade ago. As the
CAP share of the water blend increases, levels of salty minerals rise.

This fall, the City Council will consider whether it should try to stop that trend by spending $350 millien to $415 million on three treatment plants to hoid down the water's
mineral content to about 450 parts per million. That's a little less than their current levels.

If the city does nothing, mineral levels will ultimately increase by almest 35 percent to reach the natural level of Colorado River water, That would force consumers to pay
more often to repair or repiace hot-water heaters and other appliances and fixtures that can be damaged by buildup or corrosion from hard water.

Tucson Water and the city's water advisory committes recommend against building the treatment plants for now because of the cost. Malcolm Pimie, a private consalting firm
for the water utility, concluded that paying off the planis' construction costs and $10-miilion-a-year operating costs would raise the average household's water bill by $11 to
$12 a month. Repairing or replacing fixtures would cost about $7 a month over time, the consuitant conciuded.

No matter what the city does today, the issue isn't going away, said thres University of Arizona water-quality experts.
Tucson imports abowt 200,000 tons of salts annually via the CAP that will slowly find their way into the city's aquifer.

"There is no quick fix. The salt content in the CAP is high. If you leave it in the water, it causes problems. ... What we really need is a low-cost technology that will take salis
out of the water," said Ian Pepper, director of the UA's Environmental Research Lab. "But that's not the end of the problem. If you remove it from the water, what do you do
with the salt?"

He wouldn't say which choice he thinks the city should make today, but Martin Yoklic, a UA research scientist, and Robert Amold, a UA environmental engineer, support

waiting for economic reascns.

"all the solutions to these challenges are expensive,” Yoklic said, "and we don't have money now.,"

Fixtures' life shortened
The minerals most cormmenly found ia Colorado River water, known as dissolved solids or salts, are calcium, magnesivm and caicium cerbonate, They can reduce the life of
water heaters, evaporative coolers, faucets, garbage disposals, clothes washers and dishwashers, concluded a 2006 study done for Phoenix-area cities and the federal

governmient.

A decade ago, the mineral concentrations in the blended city water were less than half the federal gavernment's recommended drinking water standard of 500 parts per
million. But they are projected to hit 600 parts per million in 2025 and 630 parts per million by 2050, said Jeff Biggs, a Tucson Water administrator.

Much of the Phoenix area ajready gets 650 parts per million, and many residents there complain zbout the taste of the water. In Yuma and West Texas, the mineral content is
as high as 1,200 parts per million.

Already, a local plumber and ar air-cenditioning business owner say they're getting more calls related to the impacts of harder water.

"We've been seeing a lot more minerals in evaparative coofers," said Al Coronadu, & plumber since 1981. "The cooler itself is not going bad. The water distribution system
gets clogged up and the cooler pads become more calcified.”

Because of the harder water, Coronado said he also sees more burst waterlines. And toilets sometimes don't function as well because they become calcified, which eliminates
the toilet's swirling action, he said.

http://azstarnet.com/news/science/environment/article_7d8{9e64-f66d-5b31-97f7-7bad129a... 9/8/2011
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lim Beard, whe owns an air-conditioning business, has stopped installing tankless hot-water heaters because harder water means homecwners must service them more often,
"and nobody does," he said.

Larry Cummings, owner of Arico Plumbing, and Ramon Rangel, owner of 360 Plumbing, said they haven't noticed major damage to fixtures. But their customers are bothered
by caleium buildup on faucets, shower doors, shower heads and cooler pads.

No market for sait

If CAF water isn't treated, its salt eventually will reach the city's underground aquifer, UA's Amold said. That's because water is sprayed onto plants, and water used indoors
goes into sewage plants that discharge wastewater into the Santa Cruz River - where it seeps into the aquifer.

Qver time, he said, our water could become salty enough that it may not taste as good and it could cause problems for irrigating crops and plants.

The salt buildup could also affect the future use of reclsimed water on golf courses, he said, The minerals in CAF water cancentrate heavily in the wastewater used on the
COUTSES.

In Scottsdale, salts in reclaimed water have been high enough that golf courses complained it was retarding turf growth. The cousses paid to expand a frestment plant to get
good water.

If Tucson Water were to remove salts, it would have to build evaporation ponds to store the saline wastes, then scrape away solids every two years and haul them tc a landfill,
said Fernado Molina, Tucson Water's spokesman.

"We looked to see if there was any kind of market for the salt," Molina said. "In a cold climate we eould sell it to de-ice roads. But there's no use for it here."
There ne rush fo make a decision, but in the next 10 to 15 years the cily will have to build some kind of treatment plant, sai¢ Councilman Paul Cunningham, a Democrat,
"It's a balancing game between ensuring that we can deliver water at an economical price and that the water supply we have is safe and clean," Cunningham said.

Councifwomen Karin Uhlich, a Democrat, said many Tucsonans fear a repeat of the damage caused to pipes and fixtures when CAP water was introduced to Tucson in 1993,
Molina said that's unlikely because the city has been gradually adding CAP water; In the 1990s, "We overnight opened the valves and a different type of water went through
the syster."

Councilman Steve Kozachik, 2 Republican, said he would vote against building mineral treatment plants because it would push water rates, which recently rose, even higher.

But if Tucson's choice is to pay now or pay later, it should just build treatment plants now, Uhlich said.

"Qur ability to get low-interest rates for bonding might be better now than in the future,” she said. “Why have our water quality shift to the lower standard if it doesn't make

sense?"

Questions?

If you are a Tucson Water customer and have a concern or question about minerals in your water, call 791-4331 or email TW Webl@itucsonaz, gov

Contact reporier Tony Davis at {ds

http://azstarnet.com/news/science/environment/article_7d8f9¢64-166d-5b31-97f7-7bad129a... 9/8/2011
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How to deal with Hard water

Posted: Tuesday, August 23, 2011 2:00 pm
« Acid cleaners such as white vinegar, lemon juice, oxalic acid or phosphoric acid can remove scum, film and lime deposits from

china, porcelain, tile, stainless steel, fiberglass and glass surfaces. If you use vinegar in your dishwasher, the National Soap and
Detergent Association recommends removing flatware and other metal items.

» Abrasive cleaners like scouring powder can remove or lighten stains, but can scratch finishes,
+ All-purpose cleaners such as 409 can remove moderate hard water deposits or soap scum. Grand Canyon Janitorial Supplies, at
3670 E. Speedway, sells its own product that is geared for showers, but can also remove mineral deposits from dishwashers,

water heaters and washing machines among other fixtures.

« To reduce spotting and filming on dishes, turn the water heater down to 130 degrees. Increase detergent levels from the
recommended amount by one tablespoon at a time,

+ Turn down the heat in your hot-water heater.

» If your swamp cooler has a bleed-off valve, keep it adjusted properly to insure fresh water circulation. If there isn't a bleed-off
valve, flush the cooler with fresh water once or twice a year. Change pads twice a year.

» Water softeners can remove calcium and magnesium from water that can cause scale buildup. But they typically replace those
minerals with sodium, which can raise blood pressure and will ultimately find its way into the environment.

* Reverse osmosis-based treatment systems use membranes to block the flow of minerals into the water. But critics say they can
waste wafter,

SOURCES: Tucson Water, UA environmental-chemical engineering professor Robert Arnold, North Carolina Cooperative
Extension Service, Grand Canyon Janitorial Supplies.

http://azstarnet.com/news/science/environment/article _cef925e4-cdaf-11e0-ba6d-001cc4c00... 9/7/2011
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Hopis sue Flagstaff over water for snowmaking deal

Aug. 29,2011 12:04 PM
Associated Press

FLAGSTAFF - The Hopi Tribe has followed up on a threat to sue the city of Flagstaff for maintaining a contract to sell treated wastewater for
snowmaking at an Arizona ski resort,

The tribe filed the lawsuit earlier this month in Ceconino County Superior Court. Tt seeks to invalidate the contract that requires Flagstaff to send
552 acre feet of treated wastewater per year to the Arizona Snowbowl, The tribe also wants the court to declare that spraying the San Francisco
Peaks with manmade snow is a health hazard, wil! create a public nuisance, and infringe on the tribe's rights to water and religious freedom.

The harm to the tribe, its members, the environmental resources and the public "outweigh any benefit of making snow from reclaimed wastewater,”
the lawsuit states.

City spokeswoman Kimberly Ott dectined comment Monday.

The tribe put the city on notice in February that it would sue over the contract if the city officials did not cancel it or pay the tribe $40 million in
damages. The city issued no response, Ott said.

Spraying artificial snow on the mountain that at least 13 American Indian tribes regard as sacred has been a contentious issue for years. The tribes
claim it would infringe on their religious rights. Hopis, for example, consider Hart Prairic at the base of the ski resort the spirituai birthing place of

the Kachina, which brings the world water, snow and life,

The owners of the Snowbow] say their business cannot survive without snowmaking.

The tribe's claims against the city of Fiagstaff are similar to those made in two federal lawsuits. Area tribes fought the snowmaking plan based on
religious grounds but lost the years-long battie at the U.S. Supreme Court in 2009.

A separate lawsnif against the U.S. Forest Service that calls the treated wastewater a health threat is pending in the 9th Circuit U.S. Court of
Appeals, The cwners of the Snowbowl have intervened in that case and asked the court to issue a decision by the end of the year, which was
denied. The Snowbowl owners contend they're losing several million dollars a year in revenue and rising construction costs because of litigation.

The equipment won't be in place this year for skiers to head down the slopes on artificial snow, though the owners have started laying some of the

pipeline for transporting water. Critics of the plan have continued their protests by chaining themselves fo construction equipment and blocking
access to the roadways.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/2011/08/29/20110829arizona-hopi-lawsuit-water-fo... 9/8/2011
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Farmer’s market changes locations
and day of operation

MARANA — The Com.
munity Food Bank of Southern
Arizona and Marana Health
Center are partiionng o open a
new Marana Farmers' Market.
The new market will he open
from 3 p.m. - & p.ot., on Tues-
days, staning on Scpl. &, al the
new Marana Health Center,
13395 N Marara Main St The
weekly market will feature freh,
local (reits and veygetables, epgs,
honey and garden scedlings.

The Community Food Bank
has operated the Marana Farm

Stand on Mondays at the Ma-
rana Heritage Farm since 2008,
but increased demand for local
produce hay led CFB stalf to
consider more central locations
in Marana. The 1axt day of the
Marana Farm Stand at the Ma-
rans Heritnge Fann will be [roin
3 pm. - 6 pan., on Monday,
Aup. 29,

Local summer produce selec-
tions at the MNarana Fanmers’
Market will include melons,
apples, pears, pomegranpaies,
squash, cucumbers, tomaloes,

SB 1171 is challenged
by Pima County

By Chuck Barth

MARANA ~ Pima County
has filed suitinArizona Supenos
court against Marana, challeng-
ing the constitutionality of Sen-
ate Bill 1171, Passed by both
chambers of the state legislature
and sigaed into law by Arizona
Govemor Jan Brewer, the law
clears the path for Marang 1o
provide wastewater serviee 1o
its residents,

“The county, instead of talk-
ing resonahly, showing us their
hooks yo e canall comply with
the law thatis 1171, they are 2k~
ing the route of spending more
taxpayer dollars to fight it owt
in court,” said Marana Depuly
Town Manager Del Post. “We
were disappointed that they have
choscn to ignore the law.. and
challenge the law . we're not
surprised. L ihink M. Huckeiber-
13 vaught an anthorization from

the County Supervisors early on
to chailenge SB 1171 Sowe'rc
not sueprised, just disappotnted.
Flenve ver we remain committed
to the battle. We're committed
to Marana being m the drovers
scat when itcomes lo controling
ot own destiny.”

Marana slafl questioned
the choice of suing the town,
as opposed to challenging the
state that passed the law ia the
tirst place,

“I guess it's just the way
things have cvolved,” Post
wen( on lo say. “The law says
we have the right to be in the
waslewater management busi-
ness, Alafana agreed early on
10 allow the county to perform
these wastewaicr services forus
with an agreement that at such
a lime we deemed necessary or
appropriate for the town 1o (ake
those assets bagk.

$ec WASTEWATER, puge 7

basil, peppers, eggplant, okra,
oniony, garlic, sweet potatocs
and more.

‘The Murana Farmers' Market
sccepts eredil and debit cands,
SNAP (food stamps}, cash,
Women, infants and Children

OWIC) Cavh Value Vouchers |

for fruits and vegetables, and
AY Farmers” Market Nutrition
Program coupons for WIC and
seruor Food Plus participants.

For more infonnation, con-
tzet Sara Rickard at (32Q0)
8R2-3313,

S

A%* %) 20|

WOrk Dep D

Nune+ served o caplaa for
the Tueson Police Department's
castside patrol divesion for twa
vears and was human resources
commander for a vear proy {o
that. Nunez was with TPD for
27 12 vears, including 11 as a
commaner.

“From a personal standpomt,
I am thrifled to have Captain
Nunez assime hix new position
onthe MPD tean,” smd $4erana
Police Department Chief Tomy
Rozema. “Hehas sreputationfor
heing a knowledgeable, compe-
lent, hard-charging, workhorse
who simply goes oul and pets
the iob done. Having worked
with Reuber for more than two
decades, | know his experrence,
enthusiastm and leadership wall
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~ FUNDRAISING POKER']

The Rotary Club of Marana held ita No Limit Texas Hold'em P
Rock N' Java. Marana resident Roy Morris won the tournament
event will help fund Marana Rotary Club's international and lo
Rotary Is daing, visit www.matranarotary.org.
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Pinal County and Marana may develop together

By Chuck Barth

MARANA — Pinai County
and Marana have plans for devel-
opment that may fit like a glove
for bath parties.

Tint Kapavel, the Feonomic
Developmer Manager]or Pinal
County spoke 1o the Muarana
Chamber of Commerce™s’ Leog-
islative and Geonomic Develop-
ment bricfing last Wednesday
moming. He sees a three-proag
road to developmoent thal in-
volves Marana closely,

“Two arcas thad have bocn
talked sboul in Marna's fature
are the Pinal Air Park and the
area around and inclading Red
Rock,” said Kauavel, "Anpexing
these arvas would bringan indand
port into Maruna and begin the
development of three strong
economic paris: rail, tucking on
110 and I-8 and gir cargo.”

He called the proposed rail
yards near lted Rocks a “uzin

SB1171is
challenged
by county

WASTEWATER, f::m puge £

Marana received a copy of
{lse suit {ast week Thursday. The
{ownthas 20 day s intespond. The
intereview with Post ook place
fate Friday aftemoon.

Due ko publication deadlines
& response {rom the county was
not available.

building faeititv." It would x
kinked to the scaport of los
Angeles by all three modes of
Iransport,

Ad the same ime, the boter-
state would link e area with
Mexico, Canada and the rest of
the country. Another rail yard
is in the plansing stage for the
area around he inferscction of
Interstate 10 and 8.

As far as air cargo is con-
cerned, Kanavel secs a greal
opportunity.

“FEvergreen aviation has been
sold to a Virgina company,”
said Kanavel. “This paves the

Jonathon Gross, MD
Ophthalmology

way for more development at
the #ir park.”

Marana has expressed inter-
cxt in anpexing Pinal Air Park
and pulling together funding 0
upgrade the [acility.

*We have a broad, bold vi-
stoat for that arca,” according (o
Marans Depaty Tawn Manager
I3l Past. "“H iruly i¢ e locaton,
ihe rail avaalability, the airport
infrastructire thal's alrcady in
place, is an incredible epportu-
nity for fhe fumre. Plus we've
got more tracks coming aenoss
the Mexican-Aumerican border
every day now.”

Cataract and Glaucoma Surgery
Fellowship-trained Glaucoma Specialist

7440 N. Oracle Road #4, Tucson, AZ 85704
(510) 519-2940
Mon, Tues, Thurs 8-4 » Wed, Fri 8- E?.

Compensation will be provided
or time and travel.

Please call Julie
at 321-7748 Bt .
for more information

The Arizona Cancer Center is looking for
volunteers for a diet supplement study.
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