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WESTCAS — The Voice of Water Quality in the Arid West

Ed Curley, Strategic Planning Manager, Pima County
Regional Wastewater Reclamation Department
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The Arid West - Defined by Rainfall
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Critical Issues in the Arid West
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Arid West Water Quantity — Allocation

All surface water in the Arid West is fully
allocated to federal, state, tribal, municipal
or private (farms and ranches) interests.

Groundwater levels are declining across
the West.

As aresult, effluent has become very
valuable as a water source, and regulatory
standards for effluent are critical issues!

Existing groundwater rights



Arid West Water Quantity — Effluent Utilization

Aquifer recharge




Arid West Water Quality
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Arid West Stormwater Quality/Quantity

Debris flows and sediment

Erosion hazards /
sediment transport

"

Wildfires

that alter Inadequate
watershed stormwater
conditions facilities in

urban core




Arid West Water Reliability

Drought

Lake Mead, August 2003 - Elevation 1142 Feet
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Southern Nevada Water Authority
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Arid West Regulatory Requirements — Challenges

» Federal regulations restricted local options and solutions
to quantity/reliability issues

* Improved science and policy were
needed for effluent-dependent and
ephemeral streams
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Arid West Regulatory Requirements — Challenges

» Clean Water Act standards were largely created for non-arid
lands

e 1990 — State and federal regulators considered requiring
ephemeral and effluent-dependent streams of the Arid West to
meet water quality standards for fishing and swimming

* Could cost millions of dollars for compliance

* Extremely high costs for no
environmental benefit




Arid West Regulatory Requirements — Challenges
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The Voice of Water Quality in the Arid West

= 1991 — Water and wastewater agencies from throughout the Arid
West met in Phoenix, San Diego and Las Vegas to address this
regulatory crisis
= 1992 — WESTCAS formally established with over 100 members
from Arizona, Nevada and California
* Colorado, New Mexico and Texas agencies joined later

* First grassroots organization to focus on regional Arid West water
guality issues



The WESTCAS Mission is to be...

= The premier, grass-roots organization for providers of water,
wastewater and reclaimed water services in the Arid West

= A responsive coalition on behalf of our members and their
customers

= A reliable source of information about water quality issues to our
members and the public

= An advocate for environmentally sound management of water
resources and the protection of public health

= A contributor to policy, regulations, science, legislation, and
appropriations on Arid West water quality issues
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What Does WESTCAS Provide?

A powerful presence in Washington D.C. and in federal, regional
and state regulatory and legislative decision-making

An effective vehicle for information exchange through meetings
and publications

The opportunity to help draft federal, regional, state and local
legislation and regulations about water quality and supply

A voice to promote awareness of Arid West ecosystems and
water quality issues

for

A SUSTAINABLE WATER FUTURE




How Does WESTCAS Work?

WESTCAS
= WESTCAS sponsors three conferences .NUALCONFERENCE
each year with distinguished regional
and national speakers, including

* Senators and Congressmen
* Senior officials from federal agencies

* Environmental Protective Agency
(EPA)

* Agriculture Department

 Bureau of Reclamation UNE 2224, 201

* Senior officials from state agencies Pl

 WWater resource
departments

* Regional water boards

* Renowned authors and
scientists

* Mark Reisner (Cadillac
Desert)




WESTCAS has formed coalitions with...

= Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA)
WWW.acwa.com

= Texas Water Conservation Association (TWCA)
www.twca.org

= Federal Water Quality Coalition (FWQC) TEXAS WATER CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION
www.fwgc.org

= National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) ™\ Y
WwWw.nacwa.org

= Water Environment Federation (WEF)
www.wef.org

= Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF)

www.werf.org w.agea Environment
. - ederation
= National Water Resources Association (NWRA) the water quality people’

www.nwra.org

= Clean Water America Alliance Qb

www.cleanwateramericaalliance.org Clean Water
America Alliance



http://www.acwa.com/
http://www.twca.org/
http://www.fwqc.org/
http://www.nacwa.org/
http://www.wef.org/
http://www.werf.org/
http://www.nwra.org/
http://www.cleanwateramericaalliance.org/
http://www.acwa.com/
http://www.nacwa.org/
http://www.wef.org/
http://www.cleanwateramericaalliance.org/index.php
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WESTCAS Produces...
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washington dc update

D t - | I t I - | I I - August 7, 2009
I y Bureau of Reclamation Stakeholders Meeting
a e r S Earfier today, Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner Mike Connor hosted a
“Reclamation Stakeholders Meeting” this morning at the Department of Interior. Mike
Note: ‘was joined by Anne Castle, Assistant Secretary for Water and Science and several other

Bureau personal in presenting updates for those in attendance. We were especially

°* Comments on federal and state | T

1. Mike Connor noted that the following schedule is being followed by the White

. Before adjourning House Coundil on Environmental Quality as it revises “principals and guidelines™
for the summer, the for all Federal agencies who manage water projects. Outside stakeholder
r e g u I at I O n S Senate confirmed Jo- comments were due on July 17. Federal agencies have until August 26 to forward
Ellen Darcy to be the their comments to the CEQ. After that, CEQ will submit the comments and
next Assistant findings to the National Academy of Science for their review. This is the point that

- Secretary of the Army the process will probably slow down since this review may take a while. And this
( ) I h n I I r n $or Civil Works o har will be the point when WESTCAS and other advecacy organizations can begin to
=% eal impact on this ssue.
- - nnor was asked what he thought about CEQ's decision to revise the
W at e r q u al I ty I S S u e S & Order issued during the Carter Administration concerning Federal
" . " it over activities on floodplains. The Commissioner replied that he would
T Oy comonme et Tonpered Pt incinds s B vning s the issue. Several of the stakeholders suggested that any time the

ORITY government expands its reach to activities on the 500 year floodplain,
. I : ;T{‘mc:“*tml Eere }‘:_Ah.?:ﬁ P-:::ut“;:: I':j ::::::“u.: 35 no way that the Bureau would not be affected. This is another

O I Cy papers O n teqastom r::u'lil.i:dbrkm-::'hrbla -'-_'-:ruuucr-hlrpn:lmpr-uma j of how much this issue: has flown under the radar screen

g e e it S Py e o Sk B 38 isummary et was pased out (e sched] whichghes Houseand

. unding figures for the Bureau for the FY10 Interior and Related Agencies
federal programs o e e okl b T
¥ LACK OF NIED: EFA fun sot dours 1 peed for i ok e Sactiom 1O »m in September or October. We have attached the budget sheet that was
- - propas el wenkd by sccomplabed by S Propoosd Fole, o thel e Progrossd Fale ed this morning for your review.
an a ro rlatIOnS o dwecly adforn m slretded problen = dw popes. I EPA teberm tho e
CWA progrem brnp eplesssind by S Seie mor ool siequaiely fxcled Sen o ba
S abbey i ke Bai conomn, exiadey by simy Conpren io appoprsis oo ¥
. fomadls Son Bont progsmns. The Fropound Rule, whsch acdrrn o st sguil o ooy 11'1750)'856"290 :gé”:;:;:"'s“'osao
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WESTCAS Produces...

= A Comprehensive website — www.westcas.org
* State, federal and congressional testimony statements
* Comments on state and federal legislative and regulatory issues
* Presentation, news and updates from WESTCAS conferences

= Newsletters

@ ESTCA Sn ews

October 2009
4

‘Welcome to the Western Coalition of And States

SAVE THE DATE!

WESTCAS 2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
JUNE 22-24, 2011

CATAMARAN RESORT HOTEL & SPA
SAN DIEGU CA

out WESTCAS play this 14 minute video -

Western Coalition of Arid States

)




WESTCAS Accomplishments

= 1994 — Initiated the “Arid West Amendments” for the
reauthorization of the Clean Water Act

= 1995 — Testified before the Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee on Arid West issues

= 1995-2007 — Established the Arid West Water Quality Research
Project in Pima County, Arizona, with $5.5 million EPA grant

* Research and science for ephemeral and

Ara v QY voer uatiy Resurch Prja effluent-dependent streams in the Arid West
° Nutrients, arsenic, perchlorate, hexavalent

chromium, mercury and selenium

e PCRWRD Home The Arid West Water Quality Research
AWWQRP | Program (AWWQRP)

* AWWQRP Home

* Background

+« Organization and
Structure

» Research Projects

* Presentations

* Work Plans

s QAPP

* QIWP

Developing Water Quality Criteria for the Arid West

www.pima.gov/
wwm/wqgrp

* Bibliography
* References
* Contacts

* Related Sites




WESTCAS Accomplishments

= 2005-present — Support ongoing research at the University of
Arizona and other centers on contaminants of emerging concern
(CECs) such as pharmaceuticals and personal care products

= 2009-present — Develop and
advocate for Arid West
WaSteW ater Gran tS Pro g ram HouseStlmqusPackageincludes ..Significant
as part of National Water e o
Trust Fund proposal

Alert 2009-1 January 16, 2009
The Clean Waler Exchange is pleased to provide you with this Acfion Alerf, providing updates on important

Emerging Contaminants - ECs
aka Contaminants of Emerging Concern - CECs

“Emerging Contaminants” are chemicals and other
substances that have been recently detected in the

environment because of improved analytical capabilities,
that may cause public health or ecosystem risk, and that
have no regulatory standards

Exchange Readers Asked to Make the Case for Grants




WESTCAS — Recipe for Success

= Grassroots origin
* Membership and conference fees are affordable

* Continually recruiting new members, while long-time members
provide continuity and community

* Program and project information are shared with member agencies

= High profile conferences
and speakers

JOIN WESTCAS!

New for 201110 WESTCAS is now offering a "Get to Know Us” rate for 2011. Current non-members may
join now at the Regular or Associate Member levels and receive a special 50% discount on dues for
2011 - just note the special rate on your application. Cffer valid for first time members only. Click on
Membership Brochure below for details

Please see the attached Membership Brochure and Application. If you have any questions, please
contact Dawn Moore at 770-424-8111 or westcas@mindspring.com.

WESTCAS Membership Brochure

WESTCAS Membership Application




WESTCAS — Recipe for Success

= Detailed technical policy papers and presentations
= Strong relationships with federal and state agencies, regulators
and elected officials
* Has a seat at the table for national and regional task forces and work
groups
* Has become an indispensable member of the water/wastewater
community in the Arid West

WESTCAS provides a structural and organizational
model for successful grassroots involvement in policy
and advocacy on a regional basis, which can be utilized
by other organizations and agencies
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